INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

essential requisite. For then the law will certainly be
policed, since the majority will be policemen, not to report
to authority or to tell tales, but to punish by public dis-
pleasure. And this endorsement of public opinion, or of
school opinion, can only be obtained if the government
grows from within, instead of being enforced from without.
Hence the feeling that systems of self-government are
psychologically sound. They have been tried in many forms,
some moderate, some extreme The dominie who tries
the more extreme forms is liable to be dismissed as at least
unnecessary Wiser is he who remembers that children
walk before they run and guides their steps. Government
by fellow-comrades has for half a century or more been
the ride in the great English Public Schools, though there
the prefects are chosen by a " tyrant," the head. Self-
government on an elective basis has been tried in " Little
Commonwealths," and in " School Councils," and the like
All are efforts to enlist public opinion on the side of the
laws when made, as well as means of training pupils to
fulfil the duties of citizens.

Authority has, however, ways of moulding character
other than the making of rules. Very potent weapons are
the school assembly, traditional ceremonies, and the
presentation of models to be imitated, of heroes to be
worshipped. In the school assembly the members of the
school frel themselves to be one body. When gathered
together en masse children and adults alike are more open to
suggestion, which seems to infect the less enthusiastic by
contagion from the more easily influenced. The singing
together of school songs, giving American college yells or
just plain British hurrahs, answering in turn to a roll-call,
tossing a pancake on Shrove Tuesday, or meeting a famous
"* old boy " at the school gates, all these things help enor-
mously in creating esprit de corps. They can be used just
as well to inculcate narrow-minded class ideals as broad.
Indeed, they probably have been used more often for the
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